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• "... why am I so interested in politics? If I were to answer you very simply I would say this: 
why shouldn't I be interested? That is to say, what blindness, what deafness, what density 
of ideology would have to weigh me down to prevent me from being interested in what is 
probably the most crucial subject to our existence, that is to say the society in which we 
live, the economic relations in which it functions, and the system of power which defines 
the regular forms and regular permissions and prohibitions of our conduct? The essence 




Service Learning Project Page
BMCC Fall 2019 With 




Faculty and others working on 
ZTC / OER or other Open 
Pedagogy based projects are 
invited to contribute to this 
page to enhance the value of 
the current content on there.
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SYLLABUS
(Tentative and Subject to Change)
Title of Course: POL 110 (14550) Laboratory Hours per Week: 0
Class Hours: 3 hours T: N450, TH: N465 Credits: 3; Semester: Fall 2019
Prof. Remi Alapo
Tel: 347.444.3256; Email: oalapo@bmcc.cuny.edu
Office hours: T/TH 5:30PM – 6PM in N658
Basic Skills: Introduction to Political Science, Non - WI
Prerequisite: ENG 88, ESL 94, or higher and ACR 94 or higher
Corequisites: Flexible Core - Individual and Society
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ZTC / OER  Service Learning Project DESCRIPTION
Course Description: This class involves students in observation and critical analysis of political affairs. 
Topics and themes will include both American and global perspectives and both contemporary and historical 
cases. The class introduces a range of approaches to the study of politics, such as empirical research, 
quantitative analysis, theoretical questioning, and the examination of literary or artistic works. Central 
concepts will include politics, power, government, conflict, and justice.
Service Learning: There is also a Service Learning component to this course: once a month, we will be meeting for class 
at the Community Board 1 at 1 Center Street on the 2nd Thursdays of each month (4 meetings with local community 
activists, politicians and NYC agency officials). Students will gain familiarity with NYC politics and understand the day to 
day operations and activities of the community board 1. Students (See Service Learning / Civic Engagement tab. More 
on the project to be discussed in class).
Course Page: https://civics101.commons.gc.cuny.edu/intro-to-politics-pol-110/
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• We will meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month during class time at Community Board 1 
located on the 21st floor of 1 Center Street. Students are required to participate in all 
activities scheduled such as community board 1 committee meetings either in person, by 
reading transcripts or watching the news for any info pertaining to the work of the two 
committees. 
• We will also make the best use of class time by attending City Council meetings, as well as 
briefings by City and Agency Officials. 
• This course is designed to be a participatory one in nature. You will have regular reflection 
papers after each meeting / briefing at the Community Board 1 (4 in total). You will have 
bi – weekly response to be posted on the BB course page on a particular topic or item of 
discussion from the weekly syllabus requirement.




SL Committees: we will select one of these committees for our service 
learning project since both are close to BMCC campus location
Waterfront, Parks & Cultural Committee
The Waterfront, Open Spaces & Resiliency Committee represents and promotes the interests of our 
waterfront, parks and other spaces under the jurisdiction of the New York City Department of Parks & 
Recreation. The committee reviews all plans for restoration of area parks, assists park neighbors in securing 
funding for work and restorations, raise public awareness of the importance of our parkland. The 
contiguous waterfront of Community Board 1 as well as Governor’s Island will be the focus of this 
committee. So much of our parkland, waterfront and open spaces are used for cultural events, this 
committee will also focus on cultural issues within CB1.
Battery Park City Committee
This committee deals with the unique relationship that exists with the operation of the Battery Park City 
Authority which is the landlord for thousands of residents in Community Board 1, collecting both ground 
rent and property taxes. They will focus on those items that arise out of this relationship.
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Battery City Park Image 
Source: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/manhattancb1/index.page
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Reading schedule: see the draft OER course text on BB and ZTC / OER pages.
INTRO TO POLITICS
WEEK 1
• The Service Learning Project
WEEK 2
• Community Board 1 Manhattan
• Community Boards by Seth Forman – Gotham Gazette
CONFLICT AND JUSTICE
WEEK 3
• New York City and its Neighborhoods:
• Brooklyn, Bronx, Manhattan, Staten Island, Queens
• Citizen in Action Worksheet by League of Women Voters
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WEEK 4: New York City Charter
• Who is who in our local government by League of Women Voters
GOVERNMENT
WEEK 5: NYC GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
• Who is Who in NYC Government by League of Women Voters
• Organizational Chart of the City of New York by League of Women Voters





• Heads of Mayoral Agencies
• Others
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WEEK 6: CITY DEPARTMENTS
• Law, Police, Civilian Complaint Review Board (CRB),
• Independent Investigation and Audit Board, Public Safety, ETC.
WEEK 7: NEW YORK STATE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
• Local, State and National Authority
• New York State Profile
POWER
WEEK 8: COUNTY AND CITY GOVERNMENT
• Taking Political Action in Your Community by League of Women Voters
• Worksheet on What does the Structure of the NYS Constitution say about NYS 
Values? By League of Women Voters.
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POLITICS
WEEK 9: INTEREST GROUPS AND LOBBYING
• Free Speech and the Regulation of Interest Groups
• Special Interest Group: First Assessment
WEEK 10: THE BUREAUCRACY
• The Citizen Lobbyist: Influencing Change in Our Society
• Lobbying Government: Citizen Action: Petitions, Boycotts, Letter, 
Demonstration, Contact Reps / Law Makers.
WEEK 11: DOMESTIC POLICY
• What is Public Policy?
• Categorizing Public Policy
• Policy Arenas
• Policy Makers
WEEK 12: BUDGETING AND TAXING
• New York City Budgeting 13
WEEK 13: FOREIGN POLICY
• "US Government, New York State, New York City and The United Nations"
WEEK 14: GLOBAL POLITICS
• New York City Office for International Affairs
• NYC Office on SDGs
WEEK 15: CIVIC AND POLITICAL ACTION
• Civic Action Crossword by League of Women Voters
• Student Presentation: Citizen Action Plan
• Issues for Student Group Presentation
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Here are three readings that I think would be an excellent introduction to the political structure and ideas behind 
community boards (recommended by Mr. Reynolds – CB1).
New York City Charter:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/records/pdf/section%201133_citycharter.pdf
(This is not the most up-to-date Charter, but it is the easiest to access and read and the relevant information 
is largely the same)
Chapter Sections
Intro............................................................(1-2) - ALL
1 Mayor .....................................................(3-19) – Sections 1-9
2 Council ..................................................(21-49) – Sections 21-24, 28-34,
4 Borough Presidents........................................(81-86) – Sections 81(a), 82-86
5 Comptroller ..............................................(91-97) – Sections 91-93
70 City Government in the Community .....................(2800-2801) - ALL
16
Service Learning
Bandy, J. What is Service Learning or Community Engagement?














• Handout: Participation in Government
• Response / Reflection post
This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.
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CONFLICT / JUSTICE
WEEK 3 – 4
NEW YORK CITY AND ITS NEIGHBORHOODS








WEEK 5 - 6
NEW YORK CITY GOVERNMENT
Introduction to the political structure and ideas behind community boards.
New York City Charter
http://www.nyc.gov/html/records/pdf/section%201133_citycharter.pdf
(This is not the most up-to-date Charter, but it is the easiest to access and read and the relevant 
information is largely the same)
Chapter Sections
Intro............................................................(1-2)
Mayor .....................................................(3-19) – Sections 1-9
Council ..................................................(21-49) – Sections 21-24, 28-34,
Borough Presidents........................................(81-86) – Sections 81(a), 82-86
Comptroller ..............................................(91-97) – Sections 91-93
City Government in the Community .....................(2800-2801) - ALL
https://council.nyc.gov/pb/participate/
Handout by LOWV: 1) NYC Organizational Chart 2) Who’s Who in New York City Government, 3) 
Who’s Who In Our Local Government
Response / Reflection post
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CLASS DEBATES
We will have a series of debates on specific topics or currents 
affairs news info. So far students have voted in class to have 
debates on: gun rights, death penalty, closing of Rikers, rezoning 




WHEN: Death Penalty Debate on Thursday Dec. 5 at 4pm in N465
Resources
1) Death Penalty Info By State - https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/state-and-
federal-info/state-by-state
2) States and Capital - http://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-
justice/death-penalty.aspx
3) California is one of 11 states that have the death penalty but haven’t 





1) Death Penalty Debate: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ceVYO03zcZU
2) 10 Facts You Never Knew About Death 
Row: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luZMk7PFRxI
3) Top 5 Facts About Death Row: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHkACC5vLek
4) The Horrible History of Death Penalty: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
PZDIlJcmNA
5) Is Death Penalty Ever Moral? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dnVZibrV6g
6) Should There Be A Death Penalty? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka1B59ir1mI
7) My father, mental illness and the death penalty | Clive Stafford Smith | TEDxExeter -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMNlRovT5x4




Should there be a stricter laws or regulations preventing the 
use, possession or purchase of firearms? YES or NO
WHEN: Next Debate: Tuesday Dec. 3rd at 4pm on Gun Control: Yes or No?
Debate Structure
As with the previous debate, there will be TWO groups: group 1: YES, FOR 
or PRO and group 2: NO, AGAINST or CON. Each group will have 15 minutes 
to state there position, arguments or claim. After each group makes their 
presentation, we will have 10 minutes to response to or counter the 
responses by the other group. We will start earlier this time around so that 
we can have enough time to hear the counter responses from each group.
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Resources of Gun Rights or Control
1) Gun Rights: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6zpOA1W4Sk
2) Does America Need Stricter Gun Control? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aC46GU57MwE
3) Examining the History of the 2nd Amendment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEkn8fElJdY
4) The Rights to Bear Arms: Dc vs Heller: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNN7_TOvaUo
5) The 2nd Amendment: Enforcing the Heller Decision: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQCikqgeYI4
7) Cross Fire: The Politics of Gun Rights and Gun Control, The 5th 
Estate: https://www.youtube.com/watchv=X9wKQrXBY7g
8) Does Gun Control Reduce Gun Violence: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXz8NHBQJjg
9) How Americans View Gun Control: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32CiOoyHXNI
10) Maybe I'm Wrong About Guns: A Live Debate: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4L_k7eyJjEU
1) The 2nd Amendment: The Right to Bear Arms: 2nd Amendment.jpg
2) The 2nd Amendment: a) brady-campaign.jpeg b) occupy-posters.jpg
https://arunwithaview.wordpress.com/2012/07/22/the-second-amendment/
3) Legal Guide to Guns: a) legal guide to guns 2.jpg b) legal guide to 
guns.jpeg https://sites.psu.edu/theamericanway/2016/10/14/the-2nd-amendment/
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TOPIC: Felony and Voting: Civil Rights
Should anyone with criminal records be accorded civil rights....the right to vote? Why 
or Why not?
WHEN: Class Debate on Thursday November 21st
QUESTION
Should those who commit serious crimes (or have a criminal record) be accorded the 
right to vote? Why or Why not? Utilize the resources below (and your own resources: 
research, personal experiences or observances).
Debate Structure
We will have 2 sides: A For or Pro and an Against or Con side. Each side will have 15 
minutes to discuss together as a group and we will have to 10 minutes of class discussion 
and then the other side will respond or counter the arguments for 15 minutes and we 
will then have 10 minutes of questions, feedback or comments for each group.
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Resources
1) Voting Rights in NYS - https://ag.ny.gov/civil-rights/voting-rights
2) Types of Criminal Charges in 
NYS: https://www.omh.ny.gov/omhweb/forensic/manual/html/chapter1.htm
3) Types of Felonies in NYS: http://ypdcrime.com/penal.law/felony_sentences.htm
4) Felony Research Worksheet: Felony-research-Worksheet _1_.pdf
Video
1) History of Voting Rights: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4XtZ-tIzIA
2) Why Bernie Sanders wants Felons the Right to 
Vote: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgLYjbg1MJw
3) The Prisoners Who Can Vote in US Elections: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXG2a_zXJIY
4) Why Ex - Cons in Florida Should Vote: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCNIyHid5LM
5) Should Felons Be Allowed to Vote: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHcGqpoUweA
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Class presentation by Mr. Lucian Reynolds, 
Manager of Community Board 1 Manhattan 
on “Land Use”
Class presentation by Mr. Lucian Reynolds, 
Manager of Community Board 1 
Manhattan on “Soft Power”
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Land Use and Zoning 101
Land-Use-101-January-2019-presentation-by-Mr-Lucian-Reynolds-CB1.pdf (cuny.edu)
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SOME COURSE STUDENTS 
APPLIED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP 
AND WORKED WITH NYPIRG 




INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY DEC. 10, 2019
The POL 110 Intro to Politics course is taught by me and its a 
Service Learning Project course at BMCC where students 
participate in professional activities and briefings on a monthly 
basis. For the December 10th event, about 10 students were in 
attendance because the rest would not have made it back in time 
to BMCC for their evening classes.
Here is more info, feel free to edit. I have also attached a couple 
of photos of sections showing some of our students.
On Tuesday December 10th, students from the BMCC Intro to 
Politics (POL 110) course taught by Professor Oluremi (Remi) 
Alapo attended the International Human Rights Day events at the 
United Nations as part of our Service Learning activities for the 
class. We started with a group tour of the UN grounds, then we 
attended the Human Rights conference held at the Millennium 
UN Hotel where professor Alapo made some remarks on Gender 
Equality (SDG 5) as human rights acknowledging the 
#orangetheworld and #16daysofactivism Against Gender Based 
Violence which started on November 25th and ended on 
December 10th.
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Afterwards, Prof. Alapo treated the BMCC students to 
dinner at the Ambassador Grill. The entire day of activities 
was a good learning experience for our students as they 
observed, listened to, networked and interacted with UN 
representatives and Civil Society leaders whose 
work focused on Human Rights at all levels. Several of the 
students have be invited to participate in the upcoming 
Model UN which will take place at the UN in January and 
also to the UN Youth Assembly coming up in the spring at 
the UN. 
Professor Alapo was also recognized by the 
International Human Rights Commission (IHRC) led by H.E 
Amb. Malik Nadeem Abid as one of the 100 Human Rights 
Defenders as recommended by the Deputy Foreign 
Minister of the IHRC H.E Amb. Foday Mansaray. The 
POL 110 - Intro to Politics course is a Service Learning 
Project based course at Social Sciences Department where 
students participate in professional activities and briefings 
on a monthly basis.
34
35
In class “Model UN”





1) PORTFOLIO: POST THE PORTFOLIO AS 
ONE DOCUMENT AND FOLLOW THE 
GUIDELINE POSTED OR Include all the 
components as posted in a PPT format with 
notes and references - 10 POINTS.
2) ANALYSIS: Follow the guidelines for the 
paper OR in lieu of the paper, create a PPT 
on any one of the questions - what is the 
problem? who is involved? what decisions 
have been made or not? what are the 
current implications for 4 prisons / 5 
boroughs? what are the future implications 
for justice? crime prevention? 
rehabilitation? what are your take on this 
matter? your suggestions? BE CREATIVE, 
MAKE USE OF IMAGES, NEWS SOURCES, 
STORIES, AND REFERENCES. I will honor this 
in lieu of the paper and if you did the paper, 
I will honor that as well so now you have 2 





• PART I. PORTFOLIO 10 POINTS
• Include ALL papers, photos, summaries (both SL and activities, letter to rep on an issue of discussion or 
passion, activity form, extra credit activities and 2 - 3 page of overall summary of experiences from SL class 
(e.g overall, what did you like the most about this class, what are you currently doing as part of the 
discussion or info from the SL class, and what do you plan on doing in the future). What did you think about 
the partnership with Mr. Reynolds - community board 1 and the info from his presentation or the work of the 
CB1 in general). Include ALL the work from POL 110 that you have worked on and separate each month such 
as: SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, NOVEMBER ETC
•
• PART II. ORAL DISCUSSION - 5 EXTRA CREDIT POINTS
• You will select ONE of the following topics for group discussion (on the last day of class in Thursday's class 
December 12th at 4pm in N465). Please read the material below on 1) closing Riker's Island: 4 prisons in 5 
Boroughs? or 2) rezoning the Inwood section: Affordable for Whom?. Then you will work on a report as 
specified below. We will have 2 groups. Each group will state their position and we will have open questions 
and comments by each group based on each of the questions above.
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PART III - POLITICAL ANALYSIS 10 
POINTS - 3 - 4 pages (and not 
more than 5 pages)
(BASED ON SUGESTIONS FROM MR. 
REYNOLDS from 1 center 
Street) Political Analysis 
Assignment.pdf
Political Analysis
I have selected two major land use projects for larger consideration. The assignment is 
to analyze whichever project is assigned to you and to create a political analysis 
document in the form of a report, the format of which I have included at the end of this 
spreadsheet. The articles that you will find below are required reading for this 
assignment, but are only a starting point as you should conduct an exhaustive survey of 
other first person sources of information such as various forms of social media such as 
Facebook and twitter. Many of the debates on these subjects took place out in the open 
in public groups or twitter threads so seeking them out will bring a great deal of context 
into your analysis. For local news articles, read through the comments sections as lots of 
local people will pop up that you see elsewhere. Many of the strategies that they 
employed were tested in comments sections as well as social media where they were 
later picked up by more organized groups.
Remember, all political fights have a number of elected officials, their staff, people from 
the private sector, and advocates and organizers. Different people will pick up different 
details so there is not one singular right report. Professor Alapo and I will be looking for 
attempts to establish a narrative and players so that a cohesive picture emerges of what 
occurred. I was on the ground for both of these fights, so I have a pretty good idea of 
what went down so try to surprise me with information that I might have missed :-) 
Political analysis is all about reading between the lines. Everyone wants something and 
deal making is trying to make the right people happy so they go along with a plan at 




Note that the ZTC / OER course text and other resources provided in 
this link are drafts and will be updated periodically with new info.
The course content on this Civic Engagement 101 wordpress site 
was used for both my Intro to Politics (POL 110) course that I taught 
as a Service Learning project at BMCC in the fall of 2019 and my 
American Government POL 100 couse that I taught as a ZTC / OER 
course at BMCC in the Spring of 2019.
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Your Elected Representatives: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/manhattancb1/about-cb1/local-representation.page
Offices / Organizations / Agencies:
Manhattan Community Board 
1: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/manhattancb1/index.page
NYC Mayor's Office: https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/
NY City Hall: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/designcommission/public-
programs/city-hall/about-city-hall.page
Center for NYC Affairs: http://www.centernyc.org/about
NYS Governor's Office: https://www.governor.ny.gov/
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NY CITY COUNCIL HEARINGS: 
HTTPS://COUNCIL.NYC.GOV/
COMMUNITY BOARD MEETINGS AROUND NYC: 
HAPPENING PER MONTH IN THE 5 BOROUGHS! LOOK 
UP YOUR COMMUNITY BOARD MEETINGS CONTACT 
INFO AND ACTIVITIES VIA THIS 
LINK: HTTPS://WWW1.NYC.GOV/SITE/CAU/COMMUNIT
Y-BOARDS/COMMUNITY-BOARDS.PAGE




• Who Represents Me Finder: http://www.mygovnyc.org/
• US Senate: https://www.senate.gov/
• US House of Reps: https://www.house.gov/
• United States Congress: https://www.congress.gov/
• Executive Office of the President: https://www.congress.gov/
• NYC and NYS Politics: https://www.nystateofpolitics.com/
• White House News: https://www.whitehouse.gov/news/
• United Nations: http://www.un.org
43
Community Board 1 Manhattan
Contact
1 Centre Street, Room 2202 North
New York, NY 10007
Tel: (212) 669-7970
Email: man01@cb.nyc.gov
Email all licensing related matters to: Approvals@cb.nyc.gov
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/manhattancb1/about-cb1/contact-us.page
Staff
Lucian Reynolds, District Manager
(BMCC SL Project Partner for Fall 2019 with Prof. Remi Alapo. You may contact Mr. Reynolds anytime to obtain the City Council Meeting and 
CB Meeting / Committee schedules).
Lucy Acevedo, Community Coordinator
Diana Switaj, Director of Planning and Land Use
Ramesh Beharry and Jennifer Maldonado, Consultants
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Contact info
Prof. Oluremi "Remi" Alapo
Adjunct
Department of Ethnicity and Race Studies
Social Sciences Department
Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC), CUNY
E: oalapo@bmcc.cuny.edu
T: 347 444 3256
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